








St. Louis Site Access Brief - March 2016

TRANSIT
This site has exceptional transit connections. The closest 
MetroLink stop serving both the red and blue lines, is only a mile 
and a half from the site and has direct connections by bus and 
bicycle. There are currently 4 bus routes directly adjacent, with 
two additional routes within close walking distance. Several other 
local and regional routes are located downtown, connecting to a 
central transit hub.

Previous transit studies have examined the possibility of 
extending the MetroLink light rail system in the City of St. 
Louis, including a light rail line on N. Jefferson Ave.  The City, 
in cooperation with Metro and the MPO, are now preparing a 
scope of work to specifically examine a MetroLink extension 
that would directly serve the NGA site. Metro is commited to 
serving the site and will adjust routes accordingly.

VEHICULAR
With 4 major highway interchanges in close proximity, this site 
has a well-dispersed vehicular connection pattern.  It can 
be accessed directly from I-70 from N. Jefferson Avenue, by the 
new Stan Musial Veterans Memorial Bridge on Cass Avenue, and 
from I-64/40, I-44 and I-55 from the south along North and South 
Jefferson Avenue.  The City intends to make substantial vehicular, 
bicycle and pedestrian enhancements to both Jefferson and Cass 
Avenues, which will further improve the travel experience.

Approximately 2/3 of NGA employees currently reside in Missouri, 
so the existing commute for employees would be minimally 
affected and potentially improved at this location. In addition, it 
is in close proximity to Lambert St. Louis Airport and the NGA 
Arnold facility, as well as numerous collaborative educational and 
technology opportunities.

BICYCLE
The next NGA West North St. Louis site is centrally located near 
existing and planned open space and bike routes and in the near 
future is planned to be connected to 110 miles of regional 
trails and 150 miles of on street bicycle facilities. Since 
2000 GRG has invested in parks, open space and trails that 
connect people and places. The character of the trails vary 
by neighborhood to create a unique and engaging experience 
that connect communities to each other and support a healthy 
lifestyle. The trails and open space connect easily to the MetroLink 
and MetroBus system, creating a well connected multi-modal 
network.
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ST. LOUIS HIGH-TECH INNOVATION 
CLUSTER SUPPORTS THE MISSION OF NGA

St. Louis Innovation Brief - February 2016

COLLABORATIVE OPPORTUNITIES
Critical to the Mission.  The high density of excellent quality 
universities and innovation companies can help NGA develop a more 
robust, responsive command center.  The number and quality of both 
existing and emerging St. Louis technology companies involved in 
cybersecurity, compliance, systems management and data management 
offer a unique opportunity for both collaboration and recruitment of 
future NGA employees.   

Webster University’s downtown “Gateway Campus”, is the base of 
operations for Webster’s Cyber Research Institute (CRI). Leading the 
program is Dr. Thomas Johnson, a nationally-known cybersecurity expert 
who has worked at the highest levels of cybersecurity in the Department 
of Homeland Security. The Institute is designed to help companies, 
utilities and other organizations test systems and share information 
with other companies in a secure environment. We feel certain if NGA 
employees are newly located just north of the Gateway Campus they will 
take advantage of the education offered at the CRI.  

One of Webster’s key collaborators, and a major contributor to the 
exponential growth in St. Louis, is T-REX, a non-profit technology 
business incubator located downtown.  Partners include non-profit and 
for-profit organizations and accelerators, as well as universities. With 
over 150 companies and over 350 members, T-REX brings together 
a diversity of talent and opportunity, as well as tailored business 
assistance, mentoring and funding for startup companies.

Cortex Innovation Community, a growing innovation hub and 
technology district, is only two miles away from the St. Louis site, 
adjacent to the Washington University Medical Center. More than $500 
million has been invested in this 200 acre district since 2002, including 
the addition of Boeing, Square, TechShop, Pandora, CIC, and Wexford 
Science and Technology.

Other exceptional neighboring universities offer degrees in computer 
science, information technology and advanced certificates in 
cybersecurity, including Washington University, Saint Louis 
University (SLU), Maryville University, and the University of 
Missouri at St. Louis (UMSL).   

In addition to recruitment and continuing education opportunities, a large 
number of existing NGA contractors that currently support the NGA 
mission are located in the St. Louis area.  This cluster of innovation and 
expertise in technology offer remarkable assets for the NGA community.

The City of St. Louis is the 
best strategic location for 
NGA to collaborate with 
the high-tech innovation 
community.  

NORTH ST. LOUIS

“ I see many more 
opportunities for greater 
collaboration between 
the private sector and the 
entire GEOINT community 
that can increase our 
impact for the public as 
well as our defense and 
intelligence missions.”
-  Robert Cardillo NGA Director



FUNDING APPROVED! 
Funding from the Missouri Technical Corporation 
(MTC) has recently been received by T-REX to 
support the continued development of industry 
that capitalizes on the existing strengths in 
information technology and cybersecurity in 
St. Louis. This $200,000 in funding will create 
opportunities for connections between and 
among business, university and government 
assets to develop a genuine community of 
innovation and entrepreneurship.

T-REX has spent the last several months 
inventorying the region’s cybersecurity assets; 
lining up partnerships with business, university 
and government organizations; and developing a 
plan focused on leveraging regional strengths by: 

a)  facilitating collaborations between 
and among the public, private, and 
university financial technology and 
cybersecurity assets in the region; 

b)  supporting the establishment and 
growth of new financial technology and 
cybersecurity companies; 

c)  enhancing existing resources; 

d)  increasing the number of jobs and 
the talent needed to fill them, and; 

e)  developing greater awareness 
of the region’s financial technology 
and cybersecurity cluster, enhancing 
regional competitiveness and thereby 
growing the 21st century economy of 
the region and the State of Missouri.

This work has not only secured funding to expand 
the already large high-tech network, but has also 
better defined the amazing amount of resources and 
collaborators in the City of St. Louis.

The St. Louis site, located within the vast defense 
industrial, engineering and technology base, including 
the headquarters of Boeing Defense, Space and 
Security, offers the best opportunity for NGA to 
collaborate and embrace cutting edge technology 
to support its mission.

St. Louis was ranked #1 by Business Insider for the fastest-growing 
startup scene in 2015.  They calculated 340% deal growth in 2015, and 
a 33% average growth since 2012. 

St. Louis Innovation Brief - February 2016

“We want to cooperate with the private sector, not compete. 
  You are members of Team NGA, and we can only succeed together.”

-  Robert Cardillo NGA Director





NEW DEVELOPMENT WILL PROVIDE SAFETY 
THROUGH COMMUNITY

A Revitalized Community.   New economic investment, jobs, 
and housing, will further enhance the success the City of St. Louis 
has had in public safety.

Improved Critical Infrastructure. The restoration of this 
community will be phased to coordinate with the next NGA West 
construction, community development projects and financing 
opportunities.

Proven success.  Investment in infrastructure, improved 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, street lighting and security 
protocols have been successful in the revitalization of blighted 
communities across the nation. The increase of access and safety 
these improvements provide will stimulate private development 
of mixed-use neighborhood centers and a mix of residential 
opportunities.  

Increased ‘eyes on the street.’  An increased population and 
properly designed spaces will deter criminal activity through 
application of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
principles (CPTED).

Public and Private Partnerships. A common goal is critical 
to community growth, job creation and increased quality of life for 
the existing and future members of the community.
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“ The NGA has long been a cornerstone in the City of St. Louis. Their employees are 
our neighbors, family and friends. With this at heart, we are committed to providing 
them with the services and presence to ensure their safety and peace of mind.” 

Colonel D. Samuel Dotson III
Commissioner of Police, St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department

St. Louis Police and Fire Departments locations are 
highly visible in the neighborhood.  

Source: SLMPD Crime Analysis Unit

 Public Realm Investments = Increasing Public Safety. 

Less than one mile from the site, the Renaissance Place at Grand, a 
32 acre revitalization project, helped reduced crime 88% from 1989 to 
2014 in the Grand Center Neighborhood.

There Has Been a Substantial 
Decrease in Crime in Last 10 Years
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